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Federal Trade Commission § 453.8 

the sentence: ‘‘However, any funeral 
arrangements you select will include a 
charge for our basic services’’ between 
the second and third sentences of the 
statement specified above herein. The 
statement may include the phrase ‘‘and 
overhead’’ after the word ‘‘services’’ if 
the fee includes a charge for the recov-
ery of unallocated funeral provider 
overhead; 

(B) Place the following disclosure in 
the statement of funeral goods and 
services selected, required by 
§ 453.2(b)(5)(i): ‘‘Charges are only for 
those items that you selected or that 
are required. If we are required by law 
or by a cemetery or crematory to use 
any items, we will explain the reasons 
in writing below.’’ 

(ii) A funeral provider shall not vio-
late this section by failing to comply 
with a request for a combination of 
goods or services which would be im-
possible, impractical, or excessively 
burdensome to provide. 

§ 453.5 Services provided without 
prior approval. 

(a) Unfair or deceptive acts or practices. 
In selling or offering to sell funeral 
goods or funeral services to the public, 
it is an unfair or deceptive act or prac-
tice for any provider to embalm a de-
ceased human body for a fee unless: 

(1) State or local law or regulation 
requires embalming in the particular 
circumstances regardless of any fu-
neral choice which the family might 
make; or 

(2) Prior approval for embalming (ex-
pressly so described) has been obtained 
from a family member or other author-
ized person; or 

(3) The funeral provider is unable to 
contact a family member or other au-
thorized person after exercising due 
diligence, has no reason to believe the 
family does not want embalming per-
formed, and obtains subsequent ap-
proval for embalming already per-
formed (expressly so described). In 
seeking approval, the funeral provider 
must disclose that a fee will be charged 
if the family selects a funeral which re-
quires embalming, such as a funeral 
with viewing, and that no fee will be 
charged if the family selects a service 
which does not require embalming, 

such as direct cremation or immediate 
burial. 

(b) Preventive requirement. To prevent 
these unfair or deceptive acts or prac-
tices, funeral providers must include 
on the itemized statement of funeral 
goods and services selected, required by 
§ 453.2(b)(5), the statement: ‘‘If you se-
lected a funeral that may require em-
balming, such as a funeral with view-
ing, you may have to pay for embalm-
ing. You do not have to pay for em-
balming you did not approve if you se-
lected arrangements such as a direct 
cremation or immediate burial. If we 
charged for embalming, we will explain 
why below.’’ 

§ 453.6 Retention of documents. 

To prevent the unfair or deceptive 
acts or practices specified in §§ 453.2 
and 453.3 of this rule, funeral providers 
must retain and make available for in-
spection by Commission officials true 
and accurate copies of the price lists 
specified in §§ 453.2(b) (2) through (4), as 
applicable, for at least one year after 
the date of their last distribution to 
customers, and a copy of each state-
ment of funeral goods and services se-
lected, as required by § 453.2(b)(5), for at 
least one year from the date of the ar-
rangements conference. 

§ 453.7 Comprehension of disclosures. 

To prevent the unfair or deceptive 
acts or practices specified in §§ 453.2 
through 453.5, funeral providers must 
make all disclosures required by those 
sections in a clear and conspicuous 
manner. Providers shall not include in 
the casket, outer burial container, and 
general price lists, required by 
§§ 453.2(b)(2)–(4), any statement or infor-
mation that alters or contradicts the 
information required by this part to be 
included in those lists. 

§ 453.8 Declaration of intent. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in 
§ 453.2(a), it is a violation of this rule to 
engage in any unfair or deceptive acts 
or practices specified in this rule, or to 
fail to comply with any of the preven-
tive requirements specified in this rule; 

(b) The provisions of this rule are 
separate and severable from one an-
other. If any provision is determined to 
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